Rt Hon Ruth Kelly MP

Secretary of State for Transport

Department for Transport

Great Minster House
76 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DR
22nd October 2007
[Handwrite Dear Secretary of State]
The West Anglia Routes: A National Priority for Investment
I understand that your Department is currently drawing together a plan and timetable for the introduction of additional rolling stock, as outlined in the High Level Output Specification for the Railway (HLOS). On behalf of the West Anglia Routes Group (WARG) I urge you to consider an allocation of 240 carriages so that the replacement and lengthening of West Anglia Routes services can begin in 2009.


The West Anglia Routes running from Liverpool Street through north and north-east London into Essex, Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire, have been recognised within HLOS as a key national priority. Indeed they have been given the highest Government target for increasing capacity at a massive 30.9% by 2013/14. 

Network Rail’s own projection for passenger journey growth on the routes is 37% by 2016 and 42% by 2021. Their recent Route Utilisation Strategy declared that without improvements, by 2021, 59% of trains will be overcrowded and 27% of passengers will be standing, many from as far as Bishop’s Stortford and Stansted.
The WARG urge that, if housing, economic and passenger growth is to be supported and sustained, the West Anglia Routes be recognised as an ongoing national priority for investment. The forthcoming plan and timetable for introducing new rolling stock is an excellent opportunity to begin that process. 
In the longer term, the Group calls for a Government commitment to 4 tracking the lines from Broxbourne, south to Coppermill Junction (Tottenham) as a minimum requirement, with immediate pump-prime funding to commence the process of safeguarding, planning and the start of project development.  

The West Anglia Routes Group would welcome the opportunity to discuss the specifics of our proposals with you and colleagues from the Department of Transport.

Yours sincerely

cc
Iain Coucher, Chief Executive, Network Rail

Ian Brown, Managing Director, TfL London Rail

Andrew Chivers, Managing Director, One Railway
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