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Meeting with the West Anglia Routes Group
Thank you on behalf of the West Anglia Routes Group (WARG), for meeting with us on 11th June to discuss investment in this key rail corridor, which has been recognised as a national priority in the HLOS, with an urgent requirement for 30.9% additional capacity - the highest on the entire rail network.
The West Anglia Routes Group is an association made up of over 30 organisations along the routes running from Liverpool Street through north London into Essex, Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire.  These organisations have worked together to agree a consensus view, with cross party political support, on the investment required to support the future needs of those living along the routes.
I hope we made it clear at the meeting that high levels of predicted housing and employment growth in this designated growth corridor warrants the investment in the rail link.  In addition, it provides the key route between the gateways of Stansted and Stratford.  Finally, but just as importantly, the full opportunities for regeneration along the Upper Lee Valley can only be delivered with 4-tracking and the enhanced services it delivers.
Looking at the short term investment proposed to address these issues, we obviously welcome Network Rail’s commitment to train and platform lengthening by 2013/14. Your Department’s confirmation of the initial HLOS allocation of 120 new carriages to support this, along with an offer to prioritise their procurement, so that they are amongst the first to be delivered, is also clearly welcomed. 
However we still have concerns:
· If carriages are cascaded from Stansted Express, the cascaded stock will most likely not be immediately fit for purpose (particularly if it is configured for airport services) therefore funding is required for rapid refurbishment and upgrade.
· The draft determinations of the ORR Periodic Review 2008, propose significantly less funding than is required for lengthening of outer suburban trains to 12 cars, and does not appear to offer any funding for 9 car inner suburban services. This means there is a potential shortfall in funding for improving outer suburban services, and no clear indication of how capacity on inner suburban services will be provided.  This is a fundamental issue for residents, and a suitably funded short term solution needs to be urgently agreed.
In terms of developing proposals for further enhancing the West Anglia Routes, we support the consideration of line and route improvements announced by the Secretary of State in January, in particular implementation of four tracking in Control Period 5 (2014-19).  I welcome the commitment made by your DfT colleagues to engage with the WARG (as a representative stakeholder group) in discussions about the future of the West Anglia Routes.
As I mentioned when we met, four tracking from south of Coppermill Junction to Broxbourne station is currently our preferred solution, since it offers greater service capacity and flexibility in the long term and ensures that any investment returns the maximum ongoing benefits.  In addition, any solution must address the existing level crossings and significantly improve east-west movement.
Relatively modest levels of investment in the West Anglia Routes will improve access to employment, accelerate regeneration and support housing growth.  Following our meeting, I hope that you and your colleagues have been persuaded that this is the case.
To move things forward, as discussed, we would very much welcome your presence at the West Anglia Routes Group Politicians’ Meeting on 1st July ’08 between 3.30pm and 5pm in the Wilson Room, Portcullis House.
We would also be pleased to have your colleagues from the Department for Transport at a West Anglia Routes Group meeting, to discuss securing the investment required to make the improvements needed.
I look forward to receiving a positive response from you.

Yours Sincerely
Cllr. George Meehan

Leader of the Council
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