West Anglia Routes Group Statement – 13 December 2011
The West Anglian Is Unveiled

At a ceremony on Friday 9 December the Chair of London Councils and Mayor of Hackney Jules Pipe named a new class 379 train "The West Anglian".  Also present were Dean Finch, Chief Executive of National Express PLC, and Jennette Arnold the London Assembly Member for north east London.

The train naming recognises the work of the West Anglia Routes Group which, as an association of public and private sector organisations, has worked with National Express East Anglia to secure improvements on services from Liverpool Street through north London into Essex, Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire.  These improvements have included the introduction of thirty new trains as well as timetable enhancements including shorter journey times, longer trains and more frequent services to Stratford.

Jules Pipe commented "Investment in things like these new trains and extra seats arising from the new timetable are important for all users of these services".  "It just goes to show what can be achieved by different groups working together".

"However to fully realise the potential of communities in London the whole of the rail industry needs to address the challenge of enhancing the corridor’s infrastructure to address the long term growth prospects of the region".

This is a key part of the work of the West Anglia Routes Group, which will continue to advocate the case for sustained investment to enable this infrastructure to develop and underpin economic opportunities.   This must be the key to social inclusion and cohesion in the future and which will benefit everyone including train passengers and local communities.

NOTES FOR EDITORS:

Background to the West Anglia Routes
· The West Anglia Routes Group is an association of public and private sector organisations who are working for timely upgrades to the West Anglia rail corridor to enhance capacity, improve reliability and promote growth – www.westangliaroutes.org.uk 

· The West Anglia rail routes run from Liverpool Street, along the Lea Valley to Cambridge, including branches to Chingford, Enfield Town, Hertford East and Stansted Airport.  Services are currently operated by National Express East Anglia - http://www.nationalexpresseastanglia.com/ 
· These services link some of the UK's highest areas of deprivation with some of the UK's major areas of employment and population growth; investment in them is a major driver for supporting economic growth and regeneration.
· In short the work of the West Anglia Routes Group has contributed to:

· Securing 120 new carriages costing £155m for use on Cambridge and Stansted Airport services – this investment was announced on the same day that representatives of the Group met the Secretary of State for Transport.

· Longer trains on peak services to meet growing demand.  For the route to Cambridge this has required investment in longer platforms.

· Shorter journey times for peak services from Cambridge, Stansted Airport and Hertford, and higher off peak service frequencies to Stratford.

· Station improvements including the installation of new ticket barriers at five stations.

· Ongoing recognition of the West Anglia Routes as a priority for investment, with the rail industry supporting a scheme to deliver 4 trains per hour from the Upper Lee Valley to Stratford.
· For further details contact Dominic Millen, West Anglia Routes Group coordinator, tel: 07973364623, email: dominic.millen@haringey.gov.uk
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