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31 July 2007

Briefing on the future of the West Anglia Routes
Dear  
Following on from a successful West Anglia Routes Group - Politicians' Briefing in July, I thought you would be interested in an update.  There was good attendance with representatives from a wide range of public and private sector organisations with an interest in these key rail routes.  The Briefing was hosted by Mark Prisk MP, Hertford and Stortford and chaired by Cllr George Meehan, Leader of LB Haringey.
Mr Prisk opened by urging people to work together to make sure that the West Anglia Routes (WAR) properly serve the communities that use them.  This means addressing capacity issues, which will require putting a strong case together and highlighting the serious needs and demands of the West Anglia Routes.  The importance of securing investment means there should be strong cross party support, with politicians from along the routes.  An informal all party group has already met and shortly after the briefing discussed the WAR with the new Secretary of State.
There then followed a series of presentations (copies are available from Dominic Millen – dominic.millen@haringey.gov.uk).  The presentations focused on the large amount of projected population and employment growth along the route and the projected growth in passengers.  Investment should support economic development and regeneration by linking homes to jobs.  A summary of the key points are set out in the attached brochure.
There followed a discussion including:

· Need to resolve accessibility issues caused by a number of level crossings.

· 4 tracking from south of Broxbourne to south of Coppermill Junction is a minimum requirement.  The case for 3 tracking as a viable long term solution has yet to be made and would reduce the probability of 4 tracking.

· A key aim should be to secure more, new trains as part of the High Level Output Specification.
Cllr Meehan summed up by making it clear that to do nothing is not an option. There is agreement along the line that investment is needed, now people need to let Network Rail and DfT know. This needs to happen soon and work should start on firming up proposals and funding requirements. The main opportunities for the near future are:
· Late Summer ’07 – Network Rail Greater Anglia RUS finalised
· Autumn ’07 – Govt. confirm Comprehensive Spending Review ‘07
· October ’07 – Network Rail publish their Business Plan
· By January ’07 – Secretary of State for Transport will publish a plan and timetable for the introduction of additional rolling stock.
Points that we will be putting forward include:
· The West Anglia Routes should be a national priority if growth is to be supported and sustained.
· New and more carriages are required to allow train lengthening and high capacity trains by 2009, along with funding for platform lengthening.
· Commitment to 4 tracking with immediate funding to commence the process of safeguarding, planning and project development.  
We would welcome your support for these proposals, making the case to Network Rail and DfT.  We hope to launch our website shortly and we will be in touch about relevant developments.  
Thank you for your support.
Yours sincerely 

Ita O’Donovan
Chief Executive, London Borough of Haringey
Chair of the West Anglia Routes Group
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