West Anglia Routes Group
3rd November 2008
West Anglia Routes Group statement on the Office of Rail Regulation’s announcement of Network Rail’s outputs and funding for 2009-14
The West Anglia Routes Group, as a partnership of public and private sector organisations from London to Cambridge, welcomes the publication by the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) of Network Rail’s outputs and funding for 2009-14, in particular those projects which aim to address serious issues with crowding on the West Anglia Routes:
· Lengthening services to Cambridge and Stansted to 12 carriages.
· Upgrades at Seven Sisters to allow a shuttle service to / from Cheshunt.
· Power supply upgrades to support longer and more frequent trains.
“However while this limited investment is a start, the notable absence of funding for platform extensions to allow longer suburban services to operate (to Chingford, Enfield Town, Cheshunt and Hertford East), means a suitably funded short term solution needs to be urgently agreed.  This is a must if the Government’s own target of a 30.9% increase in capacity on the West Anglia Routes is to be achieved by 2013/14”, noted Dominic Millen, West Anglia Routes Coordinator.
“On top of this, funding is still required to push ahead with development of a 4 tracking scheme for the Lea Valley line between Broxbourne Junction and Coppermill Junction, which should include work to find a solution to the safety and east-west movement issues arising from level crossings, with a view to delivering improvements by 2018/19 that address the needs of all users and assist local regeneration.”
“Moving forward, more and longer trains, along with implementation of 4 tracking, are the only ways to finally bring the West Anglia Routes into the 21st Century.”
NOTES FOR EDITORS

Background to the West Anglia Routes
· The West Anglia Routes Group is an association of public and private sector organisations who are working for timely upgrades to the West Anglia rail corridor to enhance capacity, improve reliability and promote growth – www.westangliaroutes.org.uk
· The West Anglia rail routes run from Liverpool Street, along the Lea Valley to Cambridge, including branches to Chingford, Enfield Town, Hertford East and Stansted Airport.

· They link some of the UK's highest areas of deprivation with some of the UK's major areas of employment and population growth; investment in them is a major driver for supporting economic growth and regeneration.
· The West Anglia Routes have been recognised as a key priority on the national rail system with, at a massive 30.9% by 2013/14, the highest Government target for increasing capacity.  Network Rail’s projections for passenger journey growth on the routes are even higher at 37% by 2016 and 42% by 2021.

· Links to ORR announcement on 30 October 2008:
· http://www.rail-reg.gov.uk/server/show/ConWebDoc.9215
Department for Transport’s High Level Output Specification
· Specific statements on capacity targets for the Liverpool Street lines (the West Anglia and Great Eastern routes, both operated by ‘one’ Railway) are contained in the Department for Transport’s High Level Output Specification:

· 10,600 extra seats into Liverpool Street in the peak three hours, with 4,900 of these within the busiest period, by 2013/14
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