West Anglia Routes Group Statement – 30 September 2011
West Anglia Routes Group’s Guarded Welcome for the Rail Initial Industry Plan

	The West Anglia Routes Group welcomes yesterday’s publication of the rail Initial Industry Plan, which outlines the rail industry’s proposed investments from 2014 to 2019.  
 

The Plan will inform the Government’s future investment in the rail network so it is very positive that there is clear reference to: "a new local service running between Stratford and Brimsdown on the West Anglia Lea Valley route".
We believe the Initial Industry Plan should have gone further in its recommendations and the West Anglia Routes Group will continue to work with the rail industry to develop a project delivering the best value for the taxpayer and the greatest benefits for the people living along the Lea Valley Regeneration Line.
By introducing a regular four trains per hour service, which calls at all stations from Stratford to Brimsdown, rail services have the potential to unlock the vast untapped potential of the Lea Valley including the proposed £1.5bn Meridian Water development in Enfield.

There is also an opportunity to offer communities better access to public transport, for example by the re-opening of Lea Bridge station.  This will increase access to the Stratford and the Olympic legacy. 
Suitable investment in new tracks will also allow shorter journey times for passengers from Cambridge, Stansted and Hertford, as well as the enterprise zone at Harlow.  This makes these areas even more competitive in the world market which will support UK growth.
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

Background to the West Anglia Routes
· The West Anglia Routes Group is an association of public and private sector organisations who are working for timely upgrades to the West Anglia rail corridor to enhance capacity, improve reliability and promote growth – www.westangliaroutes.org.uk 
· The West Anglia rail routes run from Liverpool Street, along the Lea Valley to Cambridge, including branches to Chingford, Enfield Town, Hertford East and Stansted Airport.

· They link some of the UK's highest areas of deprivation with some of the UK's major areas of employment and population growth; investment in them is a major driver for supporting economic growth and regeneration.
· For further details contact Dominic Millen, West Anglia Routes Group coordinator, tel: 07973364623, email: dominic.millen@haringey.gov.uk

Initial Industry Plan

The Initial Industry Plan (IIP) for England and Wales sets out how the rail industry can deliver a more efficient and better value railway, which also drives sustainable economic growth. The IIP examines the key choices and options facing funders in specifying the future outputs of the railway and the level of funding required.  It will inform the development of the Government’s High Level Output Specification and Statement of Funds Available (due July 2012) as well as informing the programme of franchise re-letting.

The full IIP can be found here: http://www.networkrail.co.uk/IIP.aspx
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