West Anglia Routes Group Statement – 31st January 2008

West Anglia Routes Group comments on Department for Transport’s Rolling Stock Plan
The West Anglia Routes Group welcomes yesterday’s outline announcement by the Government of an initial increase of 188 extra coaches on the Liverpool Street lines within the next six years.
“We expect that most of the 188 coaches will be used on the West Anglia lines. Overall, the extra capacity will improve currently overcrowded commuting conditions, which is good news indeed”, said the Group’s Chair (and Haringey Chief Executive) Dr. Ita O’Donovan.

“However, clarification on what has been said – and not said by the Department for Transport would be useful”, she added:
· With current and future commuting pressures, the quick delivery of more trains for the West Anglia lines is a must and people don’t want to wait six years to see them.

· We are surprised that all of the new trains seem to be intended for Stansted services, which some passengers will get to enjoy while the majority of daily commuters will not.  We hope this means that the Government will commit to delivering more brand new trains by 2014 to improve conditions for all passengers.
· It is also unclear whether any refurbishment is intended for trains that have already been running for many years on different services - we want to understand the Department’s and ‘one’ Railway’s position on this.
Dr O’Donovan confirmed that the West Anglia Routes Group will be seeking a further discussion with the Department for Transport and ‘one’ Railway, to follow through on these points.  “We also want the Department, ‘one’ Railway and Network Rail to agree an early start on train ordering, and associated platform and track changes. The ‘one’ Railway franchise continues until the 2011-2014 period, so we want this operator to be able to place orders quickly, without the delays and complications caused by possible re-franchising.”

“Looking ahead, more and longer trains, along with planning and approval of 4-tracking along the mainline, must be the next stages in bringing the West Anglia Route into the 21st Century.”

NOTES FOR EDITORS

Background to the West Anglia Routes
· The West Anglia Routes Group is an association of public and private sector organisations who are working for timely upgrades to the West Anglia rail corridor to enhance capacity, improve reliability and promote growth – www.westangliaroutes.org.uk
· The West Anglia rail routes run from Liverpool Street, along the Lea Valley to Cambridge, including branches to Chingford, Enfield Town, Hertford East and Stansted Airport.

· They link some of the UK's highest areas of deprivation with some of the UK's major areas of employment and population growth; investment in them is a major driver for supporting economic growth and regeneration.
· The West Anglia Routes have been recognised as a key priority on the national rail system with, at a massive 30.9% by 2013/14, the highest Government target for increasing capacity.  Network Rail’s projections for passenger journey growth on the routes are even higher at 37% by 2016 and 42% by 2021.

Department for Transport’s Rolling Stock Plan
· Links to DfT announcement on 30 January 2008:

· Statement by Transport Secretary Ruth Kelly http://www.dft.gov.uk/press/speechesstatements/statements/rollingstock
· Department for Transport’s Rolling Stock Plan
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/pi/rollingstock/rollingstockplan
· Specific statements on train allocation for the Liverpool Street lines (the West Anglia and Great Eastern routes, both operated by ‘one’ Railway) are contained in the Department for Transport’s Rolling Stock Plan:

· 10,600 extra seats into Liverpool Street in the peak three hours, with 4,900 of these within the busiest period, by 2013/14
· 188 extra carriages for the Liverpool Street lines by 2013/14

· The ‘one’ Railway franchise would take on lease Class 321 units cascaded from London Midland. In addition, the franchise would order new electric multiple unit vehicles for services on the West Anglia route to Stansted airport, in turn releasing Class 317 vehicles to provide more coaches on other services.
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